[Oct., fact that disease may be transmitted by parents to their offspring as an inheritance. The evidence collected by successive observers in support of this fact is now so abundant as to be greatly in excess of what is needed for its proof; and, therefore, in accordance with the utilitarian opinions of the present day, instead of going at random again and again over the same ground, efforts are being made by myself and others to impart precision to the inquiry, in the hope of being able by this means to direct its course to some useful result. The need of precision both in observing and in recording cases of hereditary disease is obvious even at the outset of the inquiry, and it cannot be too strongly urged on all who would desire to take part in this investigation; for without a firm groundwork of wellobserved facts it would be useless to expect to make any satisfactory progress. It seems, indeed, to have been chiefly in consequence of this want of precision that so many of those who have on various occasions been attracted to the subject, and who have sought to know something more than the bare fact that disease is sometimes hereditary, have for the most part quickly turned aside from the pursuit, lest amidst the apparent contradictions and obscurities of transmitted disease they should perchance lose their way.
In commencing, moreover, an inquiry of which as yet the end cannot be known, and in pursuing which there is a possibility of going wrong, it has been considered necessary that there should not only be a large stock of suitable cases at starting to supply what may be wanted during the progress of the inquiry, but also thatconvenient stations should be fixed upon whereat to rest, as it were, on the way. Such resting-places have been provided by dividing the inquiry into three parts?namely, sex, age, and atavism; sex referring to the source of the disease, age to the period of its development, and atavism to the interruptions in its transmission: and it is, perhaps, almost unnecessary to state that whilst each of these has a distinctive importance of its own, the influence of all three is occasionally combined in the same hereditary disease.
With respect to the controlling influence of sex, which was selected to be the subject of the first paper in this series in con In offering these prefatory remarks on the misuse of words in connection with the development and transmission of hereditary disease, there is no intention to say more than the occasion requires j and it is chiefly in consequence of the subject being closely connected with the influence of age that it is now noticed. There is, indeed, in the present day an urgent necessity, before 
